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From thetimel started playing Hardanger fiddlein
January 1982 to the current release of thisalbum, |
havehad many rich experiencesasafiddler. | got my
start in abeginner’s course arranged by Hemsedal
Spelemanndlag (Hemsedal Fiddler’sAssociation).
The coursetook place at the homes of the various
participants. Knut Fausko and Egil and Kjell
Syversbraten weretheteachers.

Time passed and all the course participantsfell by
thewaysde—until only | remained. | thenbegantaking
lessons from the father and son Egil and Kjell
Syversbraten. | alsojoined in onlag practices. At
thistime, Hemsadd Spelemanndagwasan activelag
and did a great deal of practicing and playing. |
encountered fiddlersand musiciansof many SortSin
thespelemanndag. Playersof dl level swerewe come
to participate, and the ensemblefactor washigh. In
thisway, | got to experiencethejoy of performing,
evenif my skillswerenot so great. Landskappleiken
(Norway’sannual national folk music competition)
in Odda in 1984 was the first landskappleik |
attended. My memoriesfromthistrip arestill vivid.
One of the biggest reasons | continue to play is
probably because Knut brought me along ontrips
likethis.

| quickly cameinto contact withthefiddlers milieuin
Hallingdal, first through Hallingdal Junior-
spelemannslag (Hallingdal Junior Fiddlers
Association) and then through various meetingswith
fiddlers, concerts, and partiesinthevalley. Not so
few trips to @yvind Brabandt in Nes and JensA.
MyroinAl. | also had frequent contact with Harald
Knutsenin Geilo.
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Before| started playing thefiddle, | wasactive asadancer
in Samhald Ungdomslag (Samhald Youth Club). Theclub
had aclose collaboration with the spelemanndag. There
wasalargeand activedance milieuin Hemsedd duringthe
1980s and 1990s. The spelemannslag often played for
dancing at various events and parties. This close contact
with dance and dancershasled metowork agreat deal as
adancefiddler. | have been fortunate to get to play for
someof the best dancersin the country at courses, concerts,
and kappleikar, including two kongepokal winners at
landskappleik. Dancefiddling hastaken meto many parts
of theworld, including severa tripstothe USA asadance
fiddler and fiddleingtructor.

| have been on a continuous search for good music
throughout my yearsof playing fiddle. | got the opportunity
tostudy variousmus ca sourcesfromHallingda whiletaking
abachdlor’sdegreeintraditiona music performanceat the
Ole Bull Academy. With Hakon Asheim’s assistance, |
interpreted crackly archive recordings and more or less
indiscernibletranscriptions and uncovered exciting and
seldom-played materid.

| havedsoimmersed mysdlf inthelimited body of traditiona
music played by performers from my home district,
Hemsedal. For along time, diatonic and chromatic button
accordionswere thedominant instrumentsin Hemsedal. |
havethereforea so collected someof therepertoire of tunes
that wasplayed on accordion and transferred it tothefiddle.
Thisalbumisacross section of thematerial | have played
over the course of almost thirty years.l have played with
musi ciansand instrumentsof varioustypessincemy early
daysinthespelemanndag, anditistherefore natural for me
toincludeagood deal of ensemble playing on the album.
And it is a great pleasure to be able to work with the
musi cianswho make up the group Godsruta.

Erlend e, AndersHall, Lef Ingvar Rangien og
Olav Unddand
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