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Eg er oppvaksen i Vinje, med den einestdande
folkemusikken fraVest —Telemark. Det var stor
vyrdnad for folkemusikk i familien. Allemine
neer aste song eller spila. Heilt fra eg var fadd
kvoog spila dei rundt meg te dagleg, sa det er
ikkje sa rart at kveding og felespil er min
musikk. Eg er takksam som fekk vakseinn i
dennemusikken, ogfor forteljingar ogsogur som
fylgdemed. At han eg er gift med deler interessa
gjer det lett Alataden spilaei hovudrollei livet.
At eldstedotter Toneog er blitt kvedar gjer det
endameir meiningsfylt.

Egbegyntetidleg atulleslattir og syngjevisur.
Slatten Lappebakken (L appen) tullaegfyri eg
kunnerg. Skomakarvisa var egivitydd om at
egkunneeg heilt rett. Ingen mattetru dei kunne
den betre! Heime gjekk eg rundt og rundt pa
golvet og song. Ikkje minst nar eg fylgde buss
og bil song eg. «— Takk fe songjen!» sa
bussjafgren ein gong eg steig av — eg minnest
eg skjeamdest noko da. Det var ikkje mykje a
skjeemast ivi! Egfekk kyt for at egkunnesyngje.

Bestefar Romtveit song jamnt nar mevar hja
han, likeinsnar han kom heim til okkon etter a
havori pabui. Han tok av segrupesekken, sette
seg i kubbestolen, drog upp appelsinur eller
kamferdrops til okkon ungane, begyndte &
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fortelje skranur om alt han ha upplivd pabui —ville
sogur om kvadel han haddemett haddesagt ogkorleis
dei haddefari. Han vasa og lo — og sd begynte han &
syngje. Eg preva vel ikkje a leere av bestefar, men
han song kvar gong me treftest, sa eg laerde anten
det var medvite eller ikkje. Det var likevel mest av
far min eglaardekveding og visur. Hin bestefar min,
Halvor Ver sto, song ogsa godt. Han dgyddeda eg var
tolv ar, og me var ikkje sa jamnleg i hop. Likevel
minnest eg sar leg at han song Gufseguten. Paskulen
fanst ikkje folkemusikk fgr eg kom pa
ungdomsskulen. Musikklaeraren var innflytjar, og
meinte det var viktig at me laerde om den lokale
musikken. Me for pa vitjing te Aslak Brekke, Brita
Bratland, Lars Larsen og farbror min, Tarjei
Romtveit. Brita Bratland var det gjevande a vitja.
Toppen var likevel dad Aslak Brekke kvo for okkon
ungdomsskuleelevar. Han var litt utilpassfysst, men
sa fort han var igong var det ulikeleg godt! Eg var
meir interesserai spil ennvisur i ungdomen. | seinare
ar har eglitt om litt plukkka upp att visune. Eg ser
det som eit stort og viktig ansvar afere vidare den
kvedartradigonen eg §av har vakseopp i og hgyr er
til, og A gjeraden meir tilgjengeleg for andresom vil
brukeden. Det er derfor eg gjev ut denneplata.

@yunn Romtveit
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| wasbrought upinVinje, with West Telemark’s
uniquefolk music. My family deeply respected
this music. All of my close relatives sang or
played an instrument. From birth, singing and
fiddling were around me every day, so it’snot
strangethat traditional singing and har danger
fiddle playingismy kind of music. | am privi-
leged to bepart of thismusic, and thetalesand
stories that come with it. My husband shares
my interest, making it easy tolet music play a
main rolein life. My eldest daughter Tone has
also taken it up, which makes it even more
meaningful.

| started singing dancetunesand songsearly. |
sang the fiddle tune “ L appebakken” before |
could speak. | was convinced | knew the
Skomakarvisa (“ The Shoemaker’s Song”) ex-
actly asit should be. No-one could convinceme
that they knew it better! At home, | strolled
around singing. | sangon thebusand inthecar.
“Thanksfor thesong!”, abusdriver oncesaid
as| stepped out of the bus—1 remember how
embarrassed | was. Today | know better, there
was no reason for embarrassment. People
complimented my singing!

GrandpaRomtveit alwayssang when wevisited
him, just ashedid when coming to usafter go-
ing to the store. He took off his rucksack, sat
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down in thelog chair, picked up orangesfor uskids,
started tolieabout all that had happened inthestore
—wild histories about what peoplehe met had said,
what they had done—hejoked and laughed —and then
hestarted tosing. | guess| didn’t emphasizelearning
from Grandpa Romtveit, but he sang every timewe
met, so | learned whether it was on purpose or not.
However, | mainly lear ned songsand singing from my
father. My other grandfather, Halvor Ver sto, alsowas
agood singer. Hedied when | wastwelve, and wewere
not together that often. | particularly remember him
singing Gufseguten. In school therewasno folk mu-
sicuntil | reached junior high. Themusicteacher was
not a local, and thought it was important that we
lear ned about our local music. Wevisited singer sAdak
Brekke and Brita Bratland, and the fiddlers Lars
Larsen and my uncleTarjel Romtveit. It wasrewar d-
ing to visit Brita Bratland, and great when Aslak
Brekkesangfor us. First hefelt it wasawkward, but
as soon as he got started, it was incredible! In my
youth, fiddlemusicinter ested memor ethan songs. In
later years, littleby littlel picked up singing again. |
feel astrongresponsibility to passon thesingingtra-
dition | grew up with and belong to, and to make it
mor eavailablefor otherstoshare. Thatiswhy | have
recorded thisCD.

@yunn Romtveit
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