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M edieval Balladsand Old Tunesin New
Arrangements

This CD-album isthe result of collabora-
tion between threefolk musiciansand one
jazz musician. The musical material is
drawn from Norway’s oldest folk music.
The

tunesare, for the most part, selected from
traditional Hardanger fiddle repertoire of
Tinn, in Telemark. We have adapted them
toJew’'sharp and langeleik and find that
playing together with the Hardanger fid-
dle opensa new world of resonances and
exciting harmonies. Thevocal material con-
sistsmainly of balladsand hymns, and is
accompanied by various instruments.
Among theseisthe Medieval Kravik-lyre.
SveinWestad exploresthe possibilitiesthis
Norwegian lyreoffers, playing both melody
and accompaniment. Thishasnever before
been done for a commercial recording.
Halvor Hakanesand Anne Svanaug Haugan
contribute solo and asa duo, creating
suspenseful dialogues. Percussionist Svein
Sensaker enhancestherhythms, providing
new dimensionsand expandingthemusic’'s
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spatial feeling with his gentle, but powerful, ac-
companiment. Therhythmic aspect iscentral in
thisproduction. Drumsand Hardanger fiddles
were once commonly heard together, aswefind
documented in Numedal in the 1700s.

Medieval ballads were originally song-dances,
and certainly must have been perfor med r hyth-
mically. The tuneson the CD have stories asso-
ciated with them. The ballads are epic-lyrical,
telling dramatic tales of love and life and death.
Sory-telling is thus an essential element in the
music. The album’stitle, Er det runir, is taken
fromtherefrainin Runarvisa[TheRuneBallad]:
Er det runir sille me vinne [With the runes we
will win]. Runes were magical signs/markings
for defense against evil forces. Runes together
with music represented forces of good and res-
toration. We hope to do the same with our old
tunesand new arrangements. Welcomeinto our
musical universe!

Svein Westad Halvor Hakanes Anne Svanaug
Haugan Svein Sensaker

Production and promo enquiries: Etnisk Musikklubb, Masovngata 18, NO-3616 K ongsber g, Norway
Tel/Fax +47 32 7356 60/61 E-mail info@emcd, www.emcd.no,
Net Shop: http://shop.etniskmusikklubb.no/




