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The Meraker Clarinet

InMerdker, aparish situated north-east of Trondheim
and close to the Swedish border, an old and very
special home-made folk clarinet is found. The
tradition of both making theinstrument and playing
onit hasbeen brought up to date by Harald Gilland
(1912-1992), alocal industrial worker and afiddler.
When hewasachild, Gillandreceived aclarinet from
hisfather, who a so told him that such instruments
werein use by shepherd boysas|ate asthe 1880s.
TheMerdker claringt, asitisnow caled, went out of
useearly inthiscentury. Inthe1950s, Harald Gilland
and some of hiscolleagues caused arevival of the
ingtrument by makingamodernised versonof it. Over
thenext years, Gilland devel oped the clarinet even
more, but hestill maintained itsarchaictypeof scale.
Originally asoloinstrument, the Meraker clarinet
could now also beused in ensembleplaying.

Around 1980, people outside Merdker became
aware of this instrument through a very popular
television program, which featured Gilland and his
clarinet. Soon after, recordingsof theinstrument were
also to be heard in the different folk music radio
programmes. In the 1980s, quite alot of Meraker
clarinets were distributed by Gilland throughout
Norway and even abroad. In Trondheim, Ringve
Museum now took such aninterest intheinstrument
that it started to sdll Gilland' sclarinetstoitsvistors,

Etnisk%ﬁzl-‘Musikklubb
NEW RELEASE
The EM Label

November 2009
EM46

Release:
Catalogue reference:
Presentation: Digipack

File under: Folk Music
Text/Booklet: Norwegian, English
Total time: 43:33

Bar Code: 7041885304626

and amus c cassettewas madeto present the sound, playing
styleand repertoire of theinstrument.

Around 1990, aninstrument strongly reminding of theold
Merdker clarinets, wasfound inamuseumin Elverumin
@sterdalen. Theinstrument was soon named the @sterdal
clarinet, asan equivaent tothenameMerdker clarinet. The
instrument maker Magnar Storbaskken from Tolgastarted
to make good playing copies of theinstrument, which he
soldtomusicians.

After Harald Gilland died in 1992, afew craftsmen who
had learnt from him gtill made someclarinetsduring the next
years. Additionally, Magnar Storbaskken developed a
specia variant of theinstrument. However, the production
of Merdker darinetswasvery limited, and thepublicinterest
for theinstrument decreased strongly during the 1990s.
Today, the situation for the Merdker clarinet isfar from
positive, and only ahandful of musicianskeep thetradition
dive. Itisevendifficult to find new goodinstruments, and
thereareno recordingsavailable presenting the sound and
therepertoireof the Merdker clarinet.

Ger Egil Larsenand | havebothlearnt thetradition of playing
theMerdker clarinet directly from Harald Gilland. Wethink
thet thistraditiond instrument containsmany musical qualities
which should be passed on to new generations of folk
musicians. Therefore, we decided to make this CD to
promotethe publicinterestinthe Merdker clarinet, aswell
ashonouring the memory of our teacher, Harald Gilland.
Bjgrn Aksdal
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