SPURSMANN -
KENNNETHG DE GALA

Kjeere dansere og gode Iyttere

Dette er en cd med slattemusikk pa
hardingfele spilt for dans, bademed og uten
danseretil stede.

Dansespelet pa hardingfele er for meg en
dialog mellom spelemann og danser (). Nar
alt ssemmer kan dialogen vaare intens og
elektrisk —en kjenner det med en gang den
er der og falelsen er fengslende og absolutt
noedjakteetter! Debestedialogenehar jeg
hatt med dedanser nejegkjenner godt. Det
er forutsigbarheten skapt av kjennskapen
til hverandresom gir en overraskelser man
kan ta kontroll over — mestringen gir en
trygghet til & gi p& enda mer og til &
utfordrehverandre.

Med dennecd’ en haper jegagi et innblikk
i hvordan jeg tolker dansespelet pa
hardingfele. Jeg haper ogsa at cd’en kan
veere et bidrag til lokaler som til tider
mangler spelemann.

God forngyelse! Kenneth de Gala
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1. Gullfakse

A springar tune (3/4) after LarsFykerud (1860-1902), Telemark.
Itsnameharksback toahorsewith agolden mane. | began play-
ingit with Toby Weinbergon avisit totheUnited Sates. Tony had
it from Hauk Buen. Later, | went toHauk and wor ked on thetune
with him.

2. Takatind

A halling tune (2/4) by Johannes Dahle (1890-1980) of Tinn,
Telemark. Johannes' sour ce of inspiration for the composition
wasalively stallion named Takatind [Misted mountain peak]. |
lear ned thetunefrom my teacher of many years, Anne Svénaug
Blengsdalen (formerly Haugan), who studied fiddling with
Johannes brother, Gunnar Dahle (1902-1988).

3. Slatten hans Hellik

Master dancer Hellik Dokka (1930-2011) of Numedal greatly
enjoyed dancing springar tothistune. Oneof my most memor able
per formance experienceswasplaying thistunefor Hellik and his
dance partner, Ingeborg Herigstad, when they won ClassD at
Landskappleiken [the Norwegian Traditional Musicand Dance
Competition] in Oppdal, 2008. An older namefor thetunewas
HelgeTresk, after awoman with thisname. Hauk renamed it as
Hellik’sTunein 2005, when Hellik received theKing' sM edal of
Meritin Gold for hiswork with folk dance.

4. Ola Rosemalar

A Numedal springar composed by ArneOlsen, dedicated to deco-
rative painter Olav K. Bratas(1901-1964). | lear ned thisexcel-
lent dancetunefrom @ystein Ellefsen (1918-2003). He had his
own special twist on it. Magne Aasen, who dances with Ellen
Krokstrand on thisrecording, hasused it at many competitions.

5. Ramsen

| lear ned thisspringar tunefrom Hauk Buen, whoin turn had it
from Olav S. L endal (1904-1986), Tuddal, Telemark. I play it often
for dancing. Ramsen isa name used for it in Numedal. Itisa
variant of Treskreppa[ Thewooden satchel/rucksack], said to have
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been composed by famousTelemark fiddler Myllar guten
(Torgeir Augundson, 1801-1872) on theway home from
Kongshergmarken [TheK ongsbergwinter fair] - inspired
by ajingling sound from hiscompanion’ swooden pack.

6. Spursmann

A gangar/ halling tune (6/8) as played in Numedal. The
tunehasmany variants. My main sour cefor thisformis
@ystein Ellefsen. Oneof my early recollectionsfrom fid-
dle and dance competitions at Kongsbergmarken is of
@ystein playing it for dancing. Hellik Dokka often re-
quested thistunewhen hewasgoingtodancegangar - “ ...
and play it abit ‘gvass [sharp/brisk]”, hewould add. The
name Spur smann r efer stoakind of go-between in atradi-
tional courtship process: Theaskingman visited agirl’s
family toask her tomarry hisfriend.

7.Va' det ‘kje du som leika med Guro

Wasn't it you who played with Guroisalight, playful 2/4-
tunethat I’velearned from arecording of Knut Buen.
Eivind Bakken from Jondalen isdancing halling on the
recording. Thisis also a good tune to use for dancing
Numedal gangar.

8. Trulseguten

TheTruls-boyisaspringar inthetradition from Hovin,
Telemark, that | learned from @ystein Ellefsen. @ystein
had thetunefrom Halvor Hayset (1903-1983). In Numedal
itisknown by several names: Gamle-Hans-Slatten [The
Old-HansTune] and Bekaa-Anne.

9. Gjestebodsgubben

ThisTelemark springar, that | lear ned from Hauk Buen,
isatunethat Myllarguten issaid to havecomposed. It has
aliltingrhythm, and itsmelodic phrasesallow afiddler to
havefun accompanying dancer s. Gjestebod r efer stoafes-
tivegathering, often awedding. Gubbeisacolloquial term
for an old man. It istold that Myllar guten played thetune
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over and over again at aweddingin Vinje.

10. Fossegrimen

A gangar, played herein twoforms. Itsname, Fossegrimen, re-
callsthetricky musical spirit livingin waterfalls. Thefirst ver-
sion is one that Bjarne Palerud (1937-1991) taught to the
Kongsher g spelemanndag [fiddlers club] and that | later learned
from Anne. Thesecond versonisonethat | lear ned from arecord-
ing of @ystein Romtveit. Eivind Bakken and Arnhild Brennesvik
have danced to the tune at many competitions, including
L andskappleiken when they won in 2007 and 2008. They aredanc-
ingon thisrecording.

11. Hellik Ruud og Jéréan Surtelia

Two Numedal springar tunesin arow, after ArneOlsen and L ef
Aasane, respectively. Thefirst recallsfiddler and fiddle-maker
Hellik Levordsen Ruud, (1849-1913), and the second isnamed for
Jéran, awoman dancer and singer from Surteliain Flesberg. | got
theideafor thistune-combination isfrom Bard Vegard Bjerhusdal,
oneof my rolemodelswhen it comesto playing for dancing.

12. Sylkjegulen og Fuglesangen

Two springar tunes, from theKr gdsherad tradition after Truls
@rpen (1880-1958) that | often play for Numedal-dancers.
Sylkjegulenisnamed after asilky-yellow hor seand Fuglesangen
means the bird song. | learned Sylkjegulen from Per Asmund
Omholt in Rauland, and Fuglesangen from Christian Bor laug.

13. Sevlen

Hauk ismy primary sour cefor thisphenomenal hallingtune. Its
namer ecallsthenotorious Sevle-guten, Ola Olsen Sevle (1808-
1834), from Norein Numedal. In thisrecording, | play to Eivind
Bakken’sdancing. Eivind received theKing'sTrophy for hisdanc-
ingto Sevlen at L andskappleikenin Geiloin 2007.
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