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LAJLARENATE BUER
STORLI: Hardingfele

Rolf Kristoffer Seldal (b. 1968) is a
pecussionist from Bergen, Norway. Rolf
received his formal education at the Grieg
Academy at the University of Bergen with
degreesin percussion performance, education
and ethnomusicology. As a musician of
different styles, Rolf Seldal performs
regularly classical, jazz and folk music. In
addition he is widely respected as a teacher
having taught at various levels within the
Norwegian music school system. Since 2004
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Rolf has been administrative leader and Principal of
a Music and Arts School serving more than 800
studentsin Hordaland, Norway. In 1991 Rolf came
in contact with Eirik Sundvor, the most highly
regarded Norwegian folk drummer, who became
Rolf’smentor and teacher. In 2004 Rolf released the
book: “Hvordan laae trdisjonelle trommes| dtter”
(How to learn traditional folk drumming) published
by Musikk-husets Forlag.

The traditional Norwegian folk drumming isover
500 yearsold. Itsoriginsasafolk instrument began
in the military and later used in weddings and other
ceremonial events. The drummers copied the
traditional rhythms of dance, by utilizing trained
techniquesfound intheir military signals. Themain
musical ideaisto produce a drone (tremolo) under
themainrhythmic theme. Thistechniqueisasofound
in other Norwegian folk instruments such as the
Hardanger fiddle, the mouth harp, and the langelei k
which is a dulcimer or zither type instrument.
Traditional Norwegian drumming was common in
wedding ceremonies particularly in western Norway
up to the 19th century. Johannes Sundvor collected
88 different folk tunes from various wedding
drummers up to the beginning of the 20th century.
Hisgrandson Eirik Sundvor (bornin 1938) isone of
thetwo remaining folk drummerswho have kept the
tradition alivetoday.
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