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Augtmannsspel —Traditional Hardanger fiddle
musi c from Krgdsherad, Sigdal and Ringerike.

Theintention of thisCD-productionisto provide
apeek-holeintotheHardanger fiddletraditioninthe
Kradsherad, Sgda and Ringerike countiesof centrd,
eastern Buskerud provincein southern Norway. The
district can boast of awealth of Hardanger fiddle
tunesand tradition going back tothe 1700's. Up until
now, very little of thisrepertoire hasbeen available
onCD.

TheHardanger fiddletradition presented onthis
CD, dthough clearly influenced by playing stylesof
Telemark and other neighboring regions, isuniqueto
thispart of Buskerud. Theregion hasbeenfrequented
by traders passing through on their way to markets
in Eastern Norway, and hastherefore been subjected
tomany different influences. Itistypical for tunesto
have short, precise forms. Melodious and clear
structural development is also acommon quality
among tuneshere,

Truls@rpen (1880-1958) isthe most famous
among Hardanger fiddlersof Kradsherad. Hiseager
devotionto recording and transcribing music tunes,
aswdll aswriting down stories, isnow recognized as
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aninvaluable contribution to preserving thearea’ smusic
heritage. Harald Modalen (1918-1996), from Ringerike,
wasasignificant bearer of hisregional tradition and had a
great deal of knowledge about the unique old-time dance
(waltz, palkaetc.) fiddlingin hisregion. Thefiddlemusic of
Sigdal has been well nurtured in recent years, due to
numerousfiddlersand continuity inrecruiting of new players.
Nils Stubberud (1921-1996) and Steinar Stram (b.1968)
have beenimportant influenceshere.

About the fiddler

Chrigtian Borlaug (b.1973) grew upin Haugsbygdin
Ringerike county, Buskerud province. Hisgrandfather and
severa of hisgrandfather’sbrotherswerefiddlers, aswere
numerousothersin hisfamily’shistory. Today, Chrigtianis
among thetop Hardanger fiddlersof Norway. Already at
theageof 21, hequdified for elite-classinthe Norwegian
fiddle competition system. He now has broad experience
asaprofessona musi cian and hasplayed countlessconcerts
and performancesover theyears. Performing hasfrequently
taken him outside of Norway, fromthe USA inthewest, to
Japan in the east. He has participated in numerous
competitions, won many first prizesand been awarded many
honors.

Chrigtian’smost influentia teachershavebeen Svein
Lienof Tinn, Telemark, and Hauk Buen, also of Telemark.
Thusitisno surprisethat Telemark fiddling composesthe
largest part of hisrepertoire. Christian currently worksasa
free-lancemusician and fiddleinstructor, and isresponsible
forthemuscarchivesat theFolk Music Center for Buskerud
province.
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